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Bible Books 
Book by Book Series 

 

JOSHUA 

 

 

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating  

as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart.” 
 

 

Moses has died and left Joshua to lead the chosen people into the promised land.  The details of the first few 
battles are given and then the general campaign is described.  Finally, the land is given to the various tribes 
to finish the migration process.  There is one lesson for the entire book of Joshua.  Unlike most of our 
courses, this one requires the student to do a lot of reading in preparation for the class meeting.  In fact, the 
expectation is that the student will read the entire Bible book of Joshua before attending the class.  The 
course might be more suitable for a monthly Bible Study group.  Either way, I believe only serious Bible 
students will benefit from this kind of course.  The class discussion will not mean as much without the 
preparatory reading having been done. 
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Suggested methodology:  
1. Let the students have a copy of the lesson well before the class meets. (Perhaps the previous meeting)  

2. The students read the Bible book and answer the questions in this lesson before the group meets.  

3. At the class meeting allow time for greetings and fellowship. (Save most of this for the end) 

4. Take prayer requests (Try to keep it from becoming a competition to see who has the most or the worst.) 

5. Pray (The idea here is to leave our troubles with God so we can give His word our attention with a clear mind.) 

6. Discuss the questions on the page 9. Let those who prefer to listen, listen. My answers, when provided, 

are just one opinion; you may have a better answer. It might be good to establish the norm that only those 

who have actually read the book should discuss it aloud.  

7. Discuss whatever other questions people have on their mind about the Joshua.  

8. Close in prayer (It is best to call on others to pray, but try to get their permission ahead of time.)    

9. Fellowship (Leave this as open ended as possible for the time and place you meet.) 
 

Depending on the number of people, this class is expected to take about two hours.   
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Copyright Information 

All content of this training course not attributed to others is copyrighted, including questions, formatting, 
and explanatory text.  Copyright © 2013 by Thor F. Carden.  All rights reserved. 
 

Illustrations by Jeff Larson Copyright © 2000-2013.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 
http://www.thebackpew.com 
 

Course Logo by Troy Cunningham Copyright © 2013 by Troy Cunningham.  All rights reserved.  Used by 
permission. 
 

Quotes from GotQuestions.org © Copyright 2002-2013 Got Questions Ministries - All Rights Reserved.  
Used by permission. 
 

HCSB®  (Holman Christian Standard Bible® ) Unless otherwise noted, , all Scripture quotations are taken 
from the Holman Christian Standard Bible, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible 
Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard Bible, Holman CSB®, and HCSB are federally 
registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.  
 

Illustrations by Lillie A Faris from Standard Bible Story Readers (1926-1929) Public Domain 
 Courtesy of www.lavistachurchofchrist.org 
 

Illustrations by Julius Schnorr Von Karolsfeld from Religion in the Home or Captivating Bible Stories 

published by George W. Bertron, 1913 in the public domain 

 Coutesy lavistachurchofchrist.org 
 

Claude Reignier Condor from “Palestine” published Dodd & Mead 1800’s.  Public domain. 

 Courtesy of www.gutenberg.org/ 

----------------- PRICE INFORMATION ----------------- 
 

This material is provided at no cost to those in jail or prison.  If you are not incarcerated you have 
permission to print and copy these course materials as much as you like as long as you make 
payment for their use and keep this page intact with the contents.  This is not free, except to those 
who are in jail or prison, and although we are a ministry, we are not a non-profit organization.  We 
expect to be paid, to help finance our ministry to the incarcerated.  We suggest two different ways 
of determining the price. 
 

(1) Take up an offering from the students at the end of the course, and send it to us. 
OR 

(2) Pray about it and pay us what God tells you to send. 
 

Of course, we have designed the website so that there is nothing to stop you from just 
downloading and printing the course.   If you think it is worth nothing, why are you using it?  If 
you think God would have you take or teach this course and you have no money to pay for it, I urge 
you to reconsider.  If God does not want you to use this course He might be trying to let you know 
that by withholding funds.  Or He might have some other purpose, like teaching you to humbly ask 
somebody else to fund it.  Or maybe something else, but if we worship the same God, He would not 
have you just take it without regard to our wishes.  We hope to make enough money to continue 
producing and providing these lessons.  If God does not bless this ministry with financial 
encouragement, we will take that as pretty strong evidence He does not want us to make any more 
of these lessons available. 
 

We prefer that you mail us a check, but you may also pay by credit card via PayPal. 
Love Bible Study 

PO Box 1075 

Goodlettsville, TN 37070-1075 

Paypal information at  
http://www.LoveBibleStudy.com/price.htm 
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PRELUDE        Joshua is a piece of the history 
of the Jewish nation.  Before starting the 
book itself let us look at a little context.  In 
Genesis the descendants of of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob go to Egypt.  Exodus starts in Egypt 
and ends with the Israelites building the 
tabernacle.  Leviticus is mostly about the Law 
of God some of which was mentioned in 
Exodus.  Numbers focuses on the wandering 
of the people until they get to the Promised 
Land.  Deuteronomy summarizes the other 
three books.   
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All four of the books just prior to Joshua have laws, administrative details, & information on 
various parts of their journey.  The Israelites have to fight their way through the wilderness 
against other nations that did not want them to pass.  (Perhaps the most interesting example of 
one of these fights is in Numbers 22 thru 24.)  There are several rebellions by some of the 
Israelites against the authority of God such like the golden calf incident while Moses is receiving 
the commandments.   
 

There are few parts of these books we need to look at before we start with Joshua.  Please read 
Numbers 13 & 14 and then answer the following two questions: 
[A] What were the names of the two spies who brought back a good report? 

 ________________ & _________________. 
 

[B] What happened to the people when they did not listen to the good spies' report? 

__________________________________________________  
 

[C] Read Deuteronomy 32:48-51. Why was Moses not allowed to enter the land? 

__________________________________________________  
 

[D] Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12. Who was appointed the new leader of the Israelites?  __________ 
 

As you read the book Joshua notice similarities between Joshua, the man, and Moses, if you can.  
There is a question at the end that asks how they are alike.  Also look for promises God made in 
the Torah that are fulfilled in Joshua. 
 

There is one more thing you need to know before we start.  Moses had, at their request, already 
given the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh land on the east side of the Jordan river.  As the 
book opens the people are in this land to the east of the Jordan. 
 

ENTERING THE LAND  
Read Joshua Chapters1 – 5 and answer the following questions: 

[1] What river did God tell Joshua to lead the people across? ___________________ 

[2] (a)Who hid the spies?  ____________  (b) What was her job? ____________ 

[3] How did they cross the river?  __________________________________ 

[4] How many stones did they set up as a memorial?  _______________________ 

[5] The manna stopped after they celebrated what festival?  __________________  
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------------------------------------- ANSWERS ------------------------------------- 
 

Numbers 13 and 14 

[A] What were the names of the two spies who brought back a good report?  Joshua & Caleb. 

 

[B] What happened to the people when they did not listen to the spies with the good report? 

 They had to wander in the wilderness until they died.  Their children were given the land instead. 

 

[C] Read Deuteronomy 32:48-51. Why was Moses not allowed to enter the land? 

 Did not fully obey God or broke faith with God or did not uphold His holiness or trespassed 

against God 

 

[D] Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12. Who was appointed the new leader of the Israelites?  Joshua 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[1] What river did God tell Joshua to lead the people across? The Jordan Josh 1:2 

 

[2] (a)Who hid the spies?  Rahab. Josh 2:3-4  (b) What was her job? Harlot or prostitute Josh 2:1 

 

[3] How did they cross the river?  On dry ground or God stopped the water Josh 3:14-17 

 

[4] How many stones did they set up as a memorial?  Twelve Joshua 4:9 

 

[5] The manna stopped after they celebrated what festival?  Passover Joshua 5:10-12 
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CENTRAL CONQUEST  
 

Read Joshua Chapters 6 – 12 and 
answer the following questions: 
[6] What three things did they do 
right before the walls of Jericho 

fell? ________________________ 

____________________________ & 
______________________________ 

[7] What did Achan keep for 

himself?  ___________________ &  

___________________________ & 

____________________________ 
[8] How many people of Ai 

survived? ____________________ 

_____________________________ 
_____________________________ 
[10] (a) How many kings attacked 
the Gibeonites?  

_____________________________ 
(b)How many kings did Joshua  

execute? ______________________ 
[11] When did they have peace?  

______________________________ 
 

[12] How many kings were conquered?  ___________________ 

[10] (a) How many kings attacked the Gibeonites? ________ 

          (b)How many kings did Joshua execute? __________ 

[11] When did they have peace?  ______________________________________________________ 

[12] How many kings were conquered?  ______________ 

 
DIVIDING THE LAND  
Read Joshua Chapters 13 – 19 and answer the following questions: 

[13] Which tribe inherited no land?  _______________ 

[14] Who asked for, and was given, Hebron?  __________ 

[15] Which city in the land of Judah remained unconquered?  ____________________ 

[16] What part of Ephraim remained unconquered? _______ 

[17] Were portions or land given only to sons? _________ 

[18] Where did they meet to divide up the rest of the land?  _____________________ 

[19] Which tribe shared land with Judah?  ____________  
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------------------------------------- ANSWERS ------------------------------------- 
[6] What three things did they do right before the walls of Jericho fell? 

 Marched around it 7 times, the priests blew trumpets and the people shouted.  Josh 6:15-16 

[7] What did Achan keep for himself?  Silver, gold and a garment Josh 7:21 

[8] How many people of Ai survived? None Josh 8:22-29 

 

[9] How did the Gibeonites fool Joshua? They pretended to be travelers from a distant land. Josh 9 

[10]  (a) How many kings attacked the Gibeonites? Five Josh 10:5  

 (b)How many kings did Joshua execute? Five Josh 10:23-26 

[11] When did they have peace?  When they had won or victory brought peace.  Josh 11:18-23 

[12] How many kings were conquered?  Thirty-one  Josh 12:24 

 

[13] Which tribe inherited no land?  Levi Josh 13:33 

[14] Who asked for, and was given, Hebron?  Caleb Josh 14:13-15 

[15] Which city in the land of Judah remained unconquered?  Jerusalem Josh 15:63 

[16] What part of Ephraim remained unconquered? Gezer Josh 16:10 

[17] Were portions or land given only to sons? No  Josh 17:6 

[18] Where did they meet to divide up the rest of the land?  Shiloh Josh 18:1 

[19] Which tribe shared land with Judah?  Simeon Josh 19:9 
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SETTLING THE LAND  
Read Joshua Chapters 20 – 24 and answer the following questions: 

[20] How many cities of refuge did they make? _______ 

[21] How many of God’s good promises were kept?  ____________________________________  

[22] What did Reuben and Gad name their altar? __________________________________ 
[23] What four things did Joshua say they should do with God? 

(a)________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

(b)_______________________________ 

__________________________________ 

(c)________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

(d)_______________________________ 

__________________________________ 
[24] How old was Joshua when he died?   

__________________________________ 
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Dividing the land among the tribes. 

 
MOSES & GOD'S PROMISES  
If you have not studied the Torah in detail the next two questions (25 & 26) will be very difficult.  
There are not easy even if you have studied.  Think of them as "extra credit" questions that you 
only need to answer if you have time and interest. 
[25] Name three things that are alike about Moses and Joshua?  

(a). _________________________________________________________________________________ 

(b) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

(c) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hints: 
Exod. 3:12 
Exod. 14:1-31 
Exod. 6:1-8 

 
Exod. 12:26-27, 13:14-15 
Exod. 14:31, 
 

 
Exod. 3:2, 14:19 
Exod. 4:21 
 

[26] Can you identify three promises that God kept that are described in the book of Joshua? 

(a). _________________________________________________________________________________ 

(b) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

(c) _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hints: 

Deut. 3:21,28; 31:3-8 
Deut. 11:29, 27:4,13 

Deut. 27:1-28:68 
Deut. 9:1-5 

Num. 26:52-56 
Num. 35:1-8 
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------------------------------------- ANSWERS ------------------------------------- 
[20] How many cities of refuge did they 

make? Six Josh 20:1-8 (See map ) 

[21] How many of God’s good promises 

were kept?  All of them Josh 21:45 

[22] What did Reuben and Gad call their 

altar? Ed or Witness Josh 22:34 

[23] What four things did Joshua say they 

should do with God? 

  (a) cling, hold fast, or cleave to 

God Josh 23:8 

  (b) love God Josh 23:11 

  (c) know God Josh 23:13-14 

  (d) fear the Lord Josh 23:15-16 

[24] How old was Joshua when he died? 

110 Josh 24:29 

 

 
By C. R. Condor Public Domain 

[25] Similarities between Moses and Joshua: 
Similar Action Moses Joshua 

God was with them Exod. 3:12 Josh. 1:5, 3:7 

Led people across body of water on dry ground Exod. 14:1-31 Josh. 3:14-17 

God spoke through theml Exod. 6:1-8 Josh. 4:1-5, 6:1-7 

Established later teaching practice Exod. 12:26-27, 13:14-15 Josh. 4:6-7 

God made them great in the eyes of the people Exod. 14:31,  Josh. 4:14 

Experienced appearances of God's messenger Exod. 3:2, 14:19 Josh. 5:13-15 

Faced people with hardened hearts Exod. 4:21 Josh. 11:20 

There may be other things alike about them.  If you found some, well done! 
 

[26] Promises Kept 
Promise Stated to Moses Kept in Joshua 

Giving of the land Deut. 3:21,28; 31:3-8 Josh. 1:3 
Worship on Mt. Ebal Deut. 11:29, 27:4,13 Josh. 8:30-31 
Reading of blessings and curses Deut. 27:1-28:68 Josh. 8:34 
Conquering of all cities Deut. 9:1-5 Josh. 11:12 
Distributing of land Num. 26:52-56 Josh. 14:1-19:51 
Providing cities for Levites Num. 35:1-8 Josh. 21:1-42 

There might be others.  If you found some, well done! 
 

For further thought: 
How are Joshua and Jesus alike?  
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CONCLUSION 
 
(C1) Which verse in Joshua would you recommend someone memorize?  Why? 

Think & Pray ________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C2) In chapter 9, how do you think Joshua could have avoided being tricked by the Gibeonites? 

Think & Pray ________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C3) If someone asked you to tell him about Joshua what would you say? 

Think & Pray ________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C4)  Would your answer question C3 differently depending on whether the person asking was a 
Christian or a lost person?  Why? 

Think & Pray ________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C5) What is the most interesting thing you learned while studying Joshua? 

Think & Pray ________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have any questions about Joshua, now is the time to discuss them with your classmates. 
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(C1) A Verse to Remember My favorite is Joshua 24:15  "If it is disagreeable in your sight to 
serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your 
fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 
living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."   
 
(C2) Tricky Visitors I believe if they had asked the Lord, they would have not been tricked.  They 
went on the strength of their own wisdom, instead of His. We make a mistake whenever we do 
that.   
 
(C3) Joshua Core Message For me the most important message of this book is that it shows the 
promises God makes, He keeps.   
 
(C4) Audience Analysis The book is the same no matter what, but if I have an unbeliever to talk 
to, I am going to try to turn it into an opportunity to share the Gospel.  God rescued His people 
from slavery in Egypt and brought them into the Promised Land.  He can also rescue us from 
slavery to sin, and bring us into paradise with Him.   
 
(C5) Something of Interest "So what can we learn from Joshua’s life? Can we draw principles for 
leadership from his life? Sure. That God gave him the victory in taking the Promised Land does not 
take away from his military leadership. Furthermore, he was a more-than-capable leader for the 
Israelites, but his skill in leadership is not the primary lesson we should draw from Joshua’s life. A 
better lesson would be Joshua’s faithfulness, his stand against the ten spies who brought the 
disparaging report about the obstacles in taking over the Promised Land, and his zeal in ensuring 
the covenant faithfulness of the people. But even his faith wasn’t perfect. There is the fact that 
Joshua sent spies into Jericho even though God had ensured victory, and then there is the 
overconfidence he exhibited in the battle of Ai. 
 
"The primary lesson to draw from Joshua’s life is that God is faithful to His promises. God 
promised Abraham that his descendants would dwell in the land, and under Joshua, God brought 
the people into the land that He had promised to give to them. This act completed the mission of 
redemption that God started with Moses in bringing Israel out of Egypt. It is also a type which 
points to the ultimate redemption that Jesus brings to the community of faith. Like Moses, Jesus 
delivered us from bondage and slavery to sin, and like Joshua, Jesus will bring us into the eternal 
Promised Land and everlasting Sabbath rest (Hebrews 4:8-10)." 

from: http://www.gotquestions.org/life-Joshua.html 
 


